Add a Road to OpenStreetMap in 5 Minutes

This article is intended for someone that has just heard about OpenStreetMap (OSM), and would
like to add a road (or several) in an area they know well (eg your home area). It assumes that you
live in the UK and that you do not own a GPS. You will need a web browser that supports Flash (the
latest version of Gnash will work).

Register with OpenStreetMap

To edit OSM, you need a free account. Go to the OpenStreetMap web site, and click the "sign up"
link in the top-right. Enter an e-mail address, display name and password. When you receive the
activation e-mail, follow the directions to activate your account.

Find Your Local Area

The OpenStreetMap web site has a search box to the left of the map. Use this to search for your
local area, using either your postcode or town name. Once your area is displayed in the map, click
the "Edit" tab above the map, then enter your login details.

Start the Online Editor

Potlatch (OSM's online editor) will now be visible in your browser. Click the tick in the bottom-left
to open the options dialogue. Select "UK: OS StreetView" from the drop-down box at the top of the
dialogue box. The other options can be left as they are, or altered to your preference.

Add a Road

= : A road in OSM is defined as a series of connected points, called
nodes. To add a new road, click on the map at one end of the
. road, then click at each node in turn. Double-click to mark the
end node. If you make a mistake, press Delete to delete the last
: (=] ar k node. If you need to cancel the entire road, click Esc. If the road
Parkside Avenue joins onto another road, make sure that the final node is on the
\ : road it joins (Potlatch will highlight the other road when the

cursor is over it).

Add Tags

h Now you need to add information about
{‘{ o _ ,_/ﬁ\ ,5‘,{: the road. This is done by adding tags,

: : each of which has a name and a value.
i - Potlatch has presets for most types of
58855571 highway residential © road. Under the main map view, there is a
@ 9 b=l = Meadow Bank W drop-down list where the type of road
source 0S5 OpenData L3 can be selected. Select the appropriate
'9 @ @ f'_:';. type, and Potlatch will display a number

of tags, some of which will be already

' Help | filled in. Fill in the details for any that

have blank values.



http://www.openstreetmap.org/
http://www.openstreetmap.org/
https://www.openstreetmap.org/user/new

Since the road has been traced from Ordnance Survey StreetView, and they require attribution, it is
important to add a "source" tag. To do this, click on the + icon at the bottom right. A new tag will
appear. In the left-hand box, replace the word "key" with "source", and add
"OS_OpenData_StreetView" in the right-hand box.

Add More Roads

~ You have now added a road to OSM. You
can repeat the above two steps to add more
roads. When you are finished, click "Save"
in the bottom-right corner. Add a short

Save changes
Enter a description of your changes:

 Added a new road in Stafford description of your changes, then click
= "OK" to save the changes. Note that your
changes may not appear in the main map
[0 Post to Twitter (72 left) immediately, and they may appear at some

m m zoom levels sooner than others.

Further Reading

This article deliberately concentrates on a very specific task. If you would like to do more, the
following links should be a good start:

Potlatch Primer has more general information on how to use Potlatch

Potlatch video tutorial

Frequently Asked Questions about Potlatch

OpenStreetMap Beginners Guide covers all areas of OpenStreetMap, not just editing.

Copyright

This tutorial is copyright © 2010 Russell Phillips, and released under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Share Alike License:

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/uk/
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http://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/Beginners'_Guide
http://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/Potlatch/FAQs
http://showmedo.com/videos/video?name=1800010&fromSeriesID=180
http://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/Potlatch/Primer
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